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DAUGHTERS OF MARY AT EVANSTON 


By Antonia H. Froendt 


In the oft-told story of Martha and Mary, Jesus extolled Mary, but the Christian 
Church through the ages has found the daughters of Martha far more comfortable and 
useful than the daughters of Mary, and much easier to get along with} Churchmen are 
still a little afraid of the "Mary's.' 

it is exciting to find that member churches of the World Council of Churches 
are increasingly giving recognition to the laity, always a weak spot in church 
councils, and furthermore, that some are especially concerned that women are included 
in their delegations to the Second Assembly. The number of women who will be at 
Evanston in some capacity or other, while not gratifyingly large (36 delegates, 16 
consultants, 3 fraternal delegates, 69 accredited visitors) is at least an improve- 
ment over Amsterdam in 19),8, jy Saeed were only 20 delegates. 

Representation is somewhat uneven, to be suree Some churches and some countries 
include no women representatives, or perhaps one, as an accredited visitor. Every 
continent, however, will have at least one woman representative. 

The most remarkable faqts revealed by the roster of women who will attend the 
Assembly are the diversity of service rendered by women in the life and work of the 
Christian Church, and the high degree of expertness which many of them bring both 


to church related activities and to their daily professions. 


Bi it 


The writer has pulled out from the "Who's Who" of the women coming to Evanston 
from foreign lands, only a few of the names that we, in this country, should learn 
to know. it has been interesting to think of them in relation to the six sub= 
themes of the Assembly: Christian Unity, Evangelism, Responsible Society, Inter= 
national Affairs, Inter-Racial Question and Laity, and to speculate on how the 
special talents of these women would contribute to the requirements of one or more 
of the sections which will deal with the theme and sub-themes. Here are a few 
from the delegates and consultants list, about whom you may well hear more as the 
Assembly progresses: 

From Africa we will have at Evanston: Rena (Mrs. John) Karefa-Smart, a 
Methodist of Sierra Leone, who will address the Assembly on "Tensions of the World 
and Unity in Christ." She can speak with authority for she comes from a continent 
where violent upheaval has become the order of the day. She has seen the tension 
between the native African and the immigrant white man grow to a crisis. She has 
seen tribal man in crucial confrontation with the man of the Twentieth Century, and 
she has seen with her own eyes the serious threat to the integrity of the Christian 
Church which lies in the reluctance of the white man, who brought the Gospel to 
Africa, to accept his own converts as fellow-Christians in every valid sense of the 
terme 

Hers is a long record of distinguished Christian service even though she will 
be one of the youngest persons on the Assembly program. She met her husband at the 
Oslo Youth Conference in 197. At the First World Assembly in Amsterdam in 198 
she conducted one of the worship services. She came to Oxford in 1952 as a member 
of the Commission on Life and Work of Women in the Church. 

After her marriage to Dr. Karefa-Smart, she helped her husband in his medical 
work in Sierra Leone, taught high school for a time in Liberia, and still found time 
to continue her long association with the Student Christian Movement as a member 


of the World Student Christian Federation General Committee. 


We may well be glad and proud that Rena Karefa-Smart will be heard at Evanston. 

From "Down Under't we present a delegate from New Zealand, Pearl (Mrs. F.0.) 
Bennett will represent the Presbyterian Church in New Zealand. She is president of 
the National Council of Churches! Women's Committee whose chief mission is to 
stimulate the interest of church women in ecumenical matters. 

This ecumenical emissary from New Zealand is a doctor's wife with two childrens, 
and her various extra-curricular activities include membership in Christchurch 
Theological Society, doing book reviews for the weekly "Outlook," and serving on 
the Municipal Secondary School Council. 

Turning the spotlight on Asia, we see, as a delegate from the Ceylon Methodist 
Church, Mrs. D. T. Niles of Jaffna, Ceylon, where her husband, the well-known Dr. 

D. T. Niles, is pastor. 

Widely travelled, a devoted wife and mother, she is gifted far beyond the 
ordinary, being endowed with both artistic and musical talents. And she, too, has 
seen much of the developing strains of two races living in daily contact, caught in 
the same relentless economic currents of our time, and assailed by the same ideolo- 
gical challenges Communism. She has enriched the spiritual life of her people by 
two devotional books: "The Stranger" and "The Ascending Way," published under her pen 
name of Daya Arul Nithex. 

Miss Ariam Hudson Paramasamy is a delegate from the Church of South India. 

Her field is education. She is a director of Jaffna College and a member of the 
Central Advisory Council on Education to the Ceylon Government. She is already in 
the United States on study leave from her position as principal of Uduvil Girls 
English School, oldest girls boarding school in Asia, with classes from kinder-= 
garten through high school. 

let us mention, also, Miss Augustine L. Fransz, a Fraternal Delegate from the 
Council of Churches of Indonesia, which she helped establish in 1950, and which 
she serves as Secretary.e She holds a law degree from the University of Indonesia 


and is also a trained social workere 


he 


Europe, cradle of so many of the Churches constituting the World Council, is 
sending a remarkable coterie of women to the Assembly at Evanston. 

The woman delegate of the Church of Finland, Miss Arni Hallsten-Kallia, is a 
liaison official in her State Medical Board, but has devoted much time to the "Y" 
of which she is president. She is a member of her parish council and leader of Bible 
study and discussion groups, with a keen interest in getting laywomen to take more 
part in church affairs. 

Her ten=years' service in the League of Nations Secretariat give her an intense 
interest in international affairs. 

We can mention only two of several outstanding women who are coming from the 
Evangelical Church in Germany. 

The first, Liselotte Nold, comes of a "church resistance" family and she herself 
suffered severe misfortunes during the war. Since 190 she has been working in the 
mothers! welfare servicey with special responsibility for the training of staff. 

She is a member of the Council of Education at Bonn. Mrs. Nold has been active in 
the preparation for the work of Section VI (Laity) for the Evanston Assembly. 

Another German church woman who will come to Evanston is Dr« Elisabeth 
Schwartzhaupt from Frankfurt amMain. The "Dr." refers to the lawe 

Dre Schwartzhaupt is legal advisor to a Legal Aid Society, which concerns 
itself especially with the affairs of women of small means. (JIn pre-Nazi days she 
served as Assistant Judge in the Provincial and Lower Court of Frankfurt am Main 
and Dortmund. At present she is co-worker in the Foreign Office of the German 
Evangelical Lutheran Church and at the same time a member of the Federal Parliament 
of Germany for the Christian Democratic Union. 

Her major interests lie in the re-establishment and re-recognition, if the word 
is admissable, of the Christian family as the central and stabilizing factor in 
German life, an uphill task in the face of the disruption begun by the Nazi regime 


and continued by the Communists. 
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This burning question of modern society is certainly not peculiar to Germany, 
and is almost sure to come up at the Assembly under "Responsible Society" or under 
"Laity". There will be very few people in either Section who can draw on greater 
resources of first-hand knowledge and experience than Dr. Schwartzhaupt. She could 
tell the Responsible Society Section that the disintegration of the family results 
in a high percentage of irresponsible individuals and that you do not build a 
"responsible" society of irresponsibles. She could tell "laity" how bitterly hard 
it is to live an orderly Christian life in chaos and under ideological pressure. 

As a consultant to the Second Assembly, a woman comes from Holland (Dutch 
Reformed Church) who has long been a world figure: Miss Cornelia Van Asch Van Wyck, 
Vice President of the World's Y.W.C.A. A world figure, and an ecumenical one} She 
was a consultant at Amsterdam, is president of the Netherlands Ecumenical Council, 
and a member of the World Council's Commission on Life and Work of Women in the 
Church. Her "field" takes in young women all over the world =- a world without 
boundaries and without barriers. 

Another consultant is Dr. Alice Arnold, from the Swiss Protestant Federation. 
Dr. Arnold is a staff member of the World's Y.W.C.A. in Geneva, with special respon- 
sibility for work on social and international questions. Her degree is in law, from 
the University of Geneva. She has had important liaison assignments with the U.N. 
and UNESCO. 

As a delegate from the Lutheran Church of Sweden comes Dr. Margit Lindstrom, 
dentist, and an ardent supporter of the laywomen's movement in the Church of Sweden 
(Lutheran). Before the founding of that now rapidly growing organization, member- 
ship in a missionary society or ladies' aid were the only two outlets within her 
church for Christian service by women. One of Dr. Lindstrom's gravest concerns is 
for evangelization among a people nominally 95% Lutheran but showing active church 
participation on the part of only 12 or 15%. Building up a strong lay apostolate, 


she feels, is a crying need, especially as in this task men and women can work side 


melon 


by side, not in competition, but in teamwork. 

From Argentina, where Protestantism is a struggling minority with a precarious 
status, comes the Rev. Jorgelina Lozada, of the Disciples of Christ in Argentina, an 
Alumna of Vanderbilt College in Nashville. For more than twenty years she has been 
pastor of the Villa Mitre congregation in Buenos Aires. Few Argentine women have 
had her ecumenical experience. She was at Tambaram (Madras) in 1936, at the Geneva 
meeting of the World Council Commission on Life and Work of Women in the Church in 
1950, and at their Oxford meeting in 1952. In 1952 she also represented the River 
Platte Christian Confederation at the International Missionary Conference at Willin- 
gen, Germanye 

Few people could have more to tell about the effect of a long=drawn-out political 
crisis than Senorita Lozada. She must be quite knowledgeable too, about inter-racial 
relations, for in common with other Latin-American countries Argentina has an over- 
lay of Spanish culture on a surviving primitive culture by no means reconciled to 
the mechanistic progress of the twentieth century e 

More than a score of women delegates, consultants, and accredited visitors are 
coming to the Evanston Assembly from Great Britain, sent by the Church of England, 
the Church of Scotland, the Presbyterian Church in England, the Baptist Union of 
Great Britain and Ireland, the Methodist Church, the Congregational Union of England 
and Wales, and the Salvation Army. Does this mean the "Fortress Ecclesiastica" is 
weakening, or that women have now attained a status where, by training and experience 
in an increasing number of phases of church life and work, they are the natural choices 
when it comes to selecting personnel representative of those particular fields? 
Probably a little of botho 

Faced with a real embarrassment of choice, it is possible to turm the spotlight 
briefly on only a few members of this distinguished company. 

The Reve Klsie Chamberlain was called from her Congregational pastorate at 


Friernbarnet, North London, to be the first woman Chaplain in the British Armed Forces, 
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and is now a delegate to the Second Assembly from the Congregational Union of England 
and Wales. 

Mrs. Rosamond (Mrs. Geoffrey) Fisher, deeply interested and active in all the 
aspects of women's work in the Anglican Church, and in civilian life the wife of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, is coming to Evanston in her well deserved "own right" as 
a delegate. 

Then there is Dr. Dorothy F. Farrar of the Methodist Church, first woman to be 
appointed Principal of Deaconess College, Ilkley, Yorks, and vice-president of the 
British Methodist Conferencee Her "Dr." is a Ph.D. from the University of London. 

Mrs. General Osborn is a world president of the Home League and international 
leader of women's activities of the Salvation Army. She has proved her ability in 
fields of social service and leadership training. 

Dr. Kathleen Bliss is widely known on both sides of the Atlantic as a scholar, 
writer, and theologian. She has been associated with such interdenominational enter= 
prises as "The Christian Newsletter," the Christian Frontier Council, and the Execu- 
tive Committee of the British Council of Churches. As a member of the Study Depart- 
ment of the World Council, Mrs. Bliss gave a memorable address on: "The Disorder of 
Society" before the Amsterdam Assembly in 1948. The British Broadcasting Corporation 
carries her influence across the air waves in a program entitled: "Christian Commen-= 
taries." 

In 1950 Dr. Bliss joined the Commission on Life and Work of Women in the Church 
of the World Council. Her book: "The Service and Status of Women in the Church" is 
a basic text book in this field. She has unique stature as one of the few notable 
women theologians of our time. Wherever and whenever she speaks at Evanston she 
will be listened to with profit and with deep respect. 

These are some of the ecumenical "Daughters of Mary" who will take part in the 
Second Assembly at Evanston. In whatever capacity they come, they are truly "bearing 
rich gifts." Let us listen carefully when they speak, for they are telling us some 


of the things that Mary learned when she listened, sitting at the Master's feet. 
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